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JDC PROGRAMS GENERAL LIABILITY RELEASE AND PRE-TRIP ADVISORY 

 

I, (the “Participant”), hereby confirm my desire to participate in KAHAL Global Campus Sofia March 2025 

(the “Program”) organized by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc., its employees, 

officers, directors, agents, or representatives (collectively, “JDC”).   

As a condition of my participation in the Program, I agree to the terms and policies set forth herein and 

any and all rules and regulations of the Program, including relevant laws and regulations applicable in 

the location of the Country (together, the “Terms”). I am aware that these Terms may be changed at any 

time and will, as changed, be binding on me.  JDC will notify me in the event of any significant material 

modifications to the Terms, and I acknowledge that my participation in the Program will be considered 

an acceptance of any such modifications. I understand that I will be bound by the Terms. 

Travel Documents.  I have or will secure, prior to my departure date, a valid passport that will be valid 

for at least six months after my return date and any other requested or required documentation, 

including a visa where necessary, that is valid for all activities related to the Program and all activities 

undertaken prior to or following the conclusion of the Program while on personal time, if any. 

Pre-and-Post Program and Personal Time. I understand that JDC is not responsible or liable to me in any 

way should I extend my stay either prior to the start of the Program or following the conclusion of the 

Program, or should I undertake activities during the Program on personal time that are not organized by 

JDC. 

Code of Conduct. I agree to abide and be bound by JDC rules and regulations for the conduct of 

Participants in the Program, particularly those relating to security and personal safety, including, 

without limitation, those stated herein.  I agree to fully cooperate with all JDC and JDC-partner 

representatives.  I agree to respect the property and privacy of others under all circumstances, to fully 

adhere to JDC’s security guidelines, and to wear attire that is appropriate to the country of service.  I 
further agree that if, at any time, a JDC-authorized representative should determine, in their sole and 

absolute discretion, that my conduct fails to comply with JDC Terms for the conduct of participants in 

the Program, or that my conduct has discredited the status or reputation of JDC, I will immediately 

return to my country of origin when directed to do so by JDC at my own expense.   

Medical Clearance.  To the best of my knowledge, I am in good health, do not suffer from any physical 

or mental ailment or disability that requires medical or surgical care or treatment, or that would make 

travel and/or participation in the Program hazardous, unwise or a potential source of danger to me or to 

others who may travel with or participate in the Program. Furthermore, I represent and warrant that to 

the best of my knowledge, I am not infected with nor exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 or any other 

transmissible infectious disease. I further represent and warrant that I will not travel if, at the time of my 

departure, I (1) am infected with COVID-19 or any other transmissible infectious disease, (2) am 

experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or any other transmissible infectious disease, (3) have been advised 

by a medical professional that I am at risk for severe disease related to COVID-19 or any other 

transmissible infectious disease, or (4) am subject to a quarantine order issued by any governmental or 

public health official. I agree that if any significant change concerning my health and medical condition 

should occur prior to my departure for the Program, I will inform JDC in writing.  I understand that it is 

my responsibility to determine which medications or inoculations are recommended before, during, or 

after the Program.  I understand that I am fully responsible at all times for my own health while 

participating in the Program. 
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COVID-19 Assumption of Risks. I understand that JDC is not responsible in any manner for any risks 

related to COVID-19 in connection with the Program. I understand that the World Health Organization 

has classified the COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic and that at the time of this Program, the Program 

may involve travel to a destination identified by relevant governments as a high-risk travel destination 

or a destination to which travel should be avoided or postponed. I further understand that COVID-19 is a 

highly contagious and dangerous disease, and that contact with the virus that causes COVID-19 may 

result in significant personal injury or death. I am fully aware that participation in the Program (including 

any related travel) carries with it certain inherent risks related to COVID-19 transmission (“Inherent 
Risks”) that cannot be eliminated regardless of the care taken to avoid such risks. Inherent Risks may 
include, but are not limited to, (1) the risk of coming into close contact with individuals or objects that 

may be carrying COVID-19; (2) the risk of transmitting or contracting COVID-19, directly or indirectly, to 

or from other individuals including upon return from any travel; and (3) injuries and complications 

ranging in severity from minor to catastrophic, including death, resulting directly or indirectly from 

COVID-19 or the treatment thereof. Further, I understand that the risks of COVID-19 are not fully 

understood, and that contact with, or transmission of, COVID-19 may result in risks including but not 

limited to loss, personal injury, sickness, death, damage, and expense, the exact nature of which are not 

currently ascertainable, and all of which are to be considered Inherent Risks. I hereby voluntarily accept 

and assume all risk of loss, personal injury, sickness, death, damage, and expense arising from all such 

risks related to COVID-19. Furthermore, I undertake to comply with any and all COVID-19 related laws, 

restrictions and regulations, including any applicable quarantine, testing, and immunization 

requirements. 

Due to variability in local vaccination rates and policies related to COVID-19, JDC is unable to confirm to 

participants that everyone they come in contact with throughout the Program will be vaccinated or that 

members of the community at a JDC site visit will be fully masked at all times. 

Insurance.  I understand that I will be covered by Cigna medical travel and Magnus emergency 

evacuation insurance provided by JDC (“Policies”) from the date the Program begins until the date the 
Program ends. I understand and agree that JDC will have no liability whatsoever in excess of the 

insurance coverage offered under the Policies and that JDC is not responsible for any medical care or 

hospitalization incurred prior to my departure or after my return to my home country, irrespective of 

whether I am travelling with JDC or separately to participate in the Program.   

Liability Release. I agree that JDC will not be liable for any action taken or omitted to be taken by JDC in 

connection with or in any way related to the Program, my participation therein, or any travel related 

thereto. I understand and agree that to the extent there are risks or dangers known to JDC associated 

with the Program, JDC reasonably undertake to make me aware of such risks or dangers. However, I also 

understand and agree that JDC will not be responsible for the operation and management of any of the 

facilities which may be used or visited in connection with the Program or for the actions or inactions of 

any third parties, or for any damage or claim arising therefrom.  I covenant not to sue in a court of law 

or equity or to otherwise pursue a legal action against JDC relating to any claims, losses, damages, costs, 

or expenses that may arise out of my participation in this Program. For the avoidance of doubt, I 

expressly agree not to sue JDC or bring any legal action against JDC for any claims, losses, damages, 

costs, or expenses arising from war zone-related risks encountered during the Program. 

 

In case of medical or surgical emergency, I hereby make JDC my attorney-in-fact to select the medical 

professional to treat me, and I hereby agree that such medical professional may hospitalize or otherwise 

secure proper treatment for me including evacuation outside of the Program destination and may order 
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such treatment for me as is deemed necessary.  I agree to bear all costs associated with such treatment 

and evacuation costs that are not covered by applicable insurance.  I covenant not to sue in a court of 

law or equity or to otherwise pursue a legal action against JDC relating to any claims, losses, damages, 

costs, or expenses that may arise out of the choice of medical professional so selected. 

Voluntary Participation, Risks, and Pre-Trip Advisory.  I have decided to voluntarily participate in the 

Program and understand and agree to accept any and all risks associated with participating in the 

Program, including but not limited to damage to property, physical and/or psychological injury, illness, 

and death, and will not hold JDC responsible for any claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses that 

may arise out of my participation in the Program. I acknowledge that activities during the Program may 

be subject to certain hazards and that by voluntarily participating in the Program and these activities I 

agree and understand the dangers and risks involved. I acknowledge that the Program may involve 

travel to areas of conflict and humanitarian crisis, and areas classified as war zones, and that additional 

inherent risks resulting from missiles, weapons of armed conflict, terrorism suicide bombers, violence, 

crime, civil unrest, sanctions, travel restrictions, border closures, health hazards, environmental hazards, 

poor infrastructure, or any other dangers or risks that may affect the Program, including my 

participation in the Program.  I acknowledge that I have been given certain basic information in the Pre-

Trip Advisory, including a proposed itinerary, regarding the conditions, dangers, and risks of 

participating in the Program that are known to JDC; and I have read and understood the information 

provided. I understand that the informational resources provided by JDC regarding travel and conditions 

in the Program location are offered as one resource only, and that the information does not purport to 

be complete or comprehensive.  I am aware that there are inherent risks in travel related to the 

Program, and that the political, cultural, law enforcement, and health and safety environments in these 

countries may differ substantially from those in my home country. In addition to having read and 

understood the information, I, therefore, have researched and educated myself regarding specific risks 

related to traveling to the location of the Program and/or I have consulted with a travel expert.  I agree 

that JDC reserves the right to make changes to the Program’s itinerary (or to cancel or postpone its 
Program in part or whole) any time and for any reason, with or without notice.  I understand and agree 

that should there be any such changes to the Program’s itinerary, I will keep myself apprised of any 
updates to the information, and that in addition to having read and understood the updated 

information, I will research and educate myself regarding specific risks related to traveling to the 

location of the Program and/or I will consult with a travel expert based on any changes to the Program’s 
itinerary. I voluntarily assume all of the above risks, including but not limited to those arising from the 

risks of armed conflict, civil unrest, political instability, heightened security threats, terrorism, and acts 

of war. 

 

Cancellation Policy.  

 

I understand that Program participants are encouraged to obtain cancellation and/or travel insurance 

that will protect against potential losses.   

 

 

General Missions 

1. I understand that if I cancel my participation, I may incur a loss of any payments and/or the 

assessment of administrative fees.   

2. I understand and agree that in the event that JDC is forced to cancel all or part of the Program 

due to unforeseen circumstances beyond its control, including due to COVID-19, JDC will refund 
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all deposits and payments made relating to the Program, except that JDC will be under no 

obligation to effectuate a refund for deposits and payments made to third parties, which at the 

time of cancellation are deemed nonrefundable.   

3. In all cases, exact cancellation fees and penalties that may apply to my Program will be 

determined if and when they arise.   

 

Indemnity.  I agree that JDC will not be liable for any action taken or omitted to be taken by any third 

party, including but not limited to physicians, sponsors or participants affiliated with the Program, in 

connection with or in any way related to the Program or my participation.  I hereby release, indemnify, 

and agree to hold harmless, to the fullest extent permitted by law, JDC from and against any and all 

claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses (including, without limitation, any claims, losses, damages, 

costs, or expenses arising out of the negligence or alleged negligence of any third party) in any way 

arising out of, connected with, or attributable to my participation in the Program or related to any 

claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses that might result because of impacted travel, that may occur 

during or as a result of the Program (including, without limitation, any general medical treatment, or 

emergency medical treatment rendered to me in the event of need). 

I further hereby release, indemnify, and agree to hold harmless, to the fullest extent permitted by law, 

JDC from and against any claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses (including, without limitation, any 

claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses arising out of the negligence or alleged negligence of any 

third party) in any way arising out of, connected with, or attributable to my conduct when I am not 

directly acting within the scope of the activities of the Program. 

 

Emergency Measures in War Zones. I acknowledge that emergency measures, including evacuation 

procedures, shelter in place or in other shelters may be necessary in the event of heightened risks or 

unforeseen circumstances in a war zone. I consent to any such measures undertaken by JDC and agree 

to bear any costs associated with such emergency measures that are not covered by any applicable 

insurance. 

 

Governing Law & Severability. This General Liability Release and Pre-Trip Advisory shall be governed by 

and construed in accordance with the laws of New York State, and any legal action arising under or in 

connection with this Release shall be filed exclusively in the state or federal courts located within New 

York County, New York State. If any provision of the waiver is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the 

rest of the waiver remains in effect. 

Data Privacy. I understand that, in connection with my participation in the Program, JDC has or will 

collect personal data for the purpose of running the Program.  I understand that JDC may have to 

transfer this personal data to third parties, including but not limited to hotels, tour guides, travel 

agencies, security personnel, medical personnel, and drivers, for the purpose of running the Program.  I 

further understand that my personal data may be transferred to countries outside of my home country, 

where data protections may differ from the protections I am afforded in my home country. 

Media Policy.  I agree to abide and be bound by JDC’s rules and regulations for the use of social media 
related to the Program.  I further agree to consult with JDC prior to publishing any material/articles 

related to the Program and to allow JDC the opportunity to read and edit pieces prior to publication, or 

to prevent publication, in order to protect material that may be sensitive to the people whom we serve. 
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Photo/Video/Image Release.  I agree and understand that my voice, name, and image may be recorded 

or photographed. I grant to JDC, and any and all of its affiliates, successors, licensees, and assigns, the 

universal and perpetual right to use, and to grant others the right to use, my actual or simulated 

likeness, photograph, voice, personal characteristics and other personal identification in all manner and 

media whatsoever in, and in connection with JDC’s activities (including, but not limited to, websites, 

newsletters, brochures, and other publications, and for fundraising purposes). I acknowledge and agree 

that JDC shall be the exclusive owner of all rights in and to all photographs and/or recordings containing 

my voice, name, and/or image, taken or made in connection with the Program and to the extent I have 

any such rights, I grant to JDC any and all rights, including but not limited to all copyrights and other 

intellectual property, that I may have in and to any and all such photographs and recordings.  I agree and 

understand that JDC may share such information as my name, passport information, email address, 

school, and/or hometown with its partners and funders in connection with the Program.   

Entire Agreement.  This Release constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes 

all prior negotiations, understandings, and agreements, whether oral or written, relating to the subject 

matter herein. 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agreed to the terms of participation 

in the Program. 

 

Name of Participant (please print): ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature: ______________________________________       Date: ______________________________ 
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KAHAL Global Campus Sofia March 2025  

Pre-Trip Advisory 

Locations: Bulgaria: Sofia 

Dates: March 13th – 16th, 2025 

Planned Itinerary: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that 

JDC will advise of 

any changes in the 

itinerary.  

• Immerse in Jewish tradition and celebrate Purim with Sofia’s local Jewish community, 
enjoying a meaningful Shabbat at the historic Sofia Synagogue with festive meals, and 

joyous Purim activities. 

• Explore Sofia’s timeless charm as we embark on a guided walking tour through Sofia’s 
historic heart, marveling at architectural wonders like the Alexander Nevsky 

Cathedral and the Sofia Synagogue. Discover the city’s unique fusion of Ottoman, 
Byzantine, and Communist-era influences. 

• Build meaningful connections with peers and the vibrant Jewish community in Sofia, 

fostering a sense of global Jewish identity as we engage in cultural exchange with 

young local Jews over Purim festivities, including community dinners and 

celebrations. 

 

Conditions Throughout the Program, visited locations may have uneven or slippery surfaces, poorly 

maintained structures or other similar hazards. 

Resources 

 

State Department 

Travel 

Information: 

 

 

Bulgaria Travel Alert:  Updated on https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-

travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Bulgaria.html 

 

State Department Smart Traveler Enrollment Program: https://step.state.gov/step/ 

 

CDC Travel 

Information: 

Bulgaria Health information for Travelers: 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/bulgaria 

Magnus Travel 

Information: 

JDCEntwine will provide a pre-trip advisory packet from our security firm Magnus Safety.  

  

 

 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Bulgaria.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Bulgaria.html
https://step.state.gov/step/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/bulgaria?s_cid=ncezid-dgmq-travel-single-001
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Local Emergency Contacts 

▪ Fire and Rescue: 160 

▪ Medical Emergencies: 150 

▪ Police: 166 

City-Specific Analysis 

Sofia 

▪ Sofia is a safe destination with a relatively low crime rate. While scams can occur in 
tourist areas, they are less common here compared to more frequently visited locations. 
Be cautious of fake taxis at the airport that may charge extra fees and watch out for 
individuals on the street offering flowers or small items in exchange for money. As always, 
it is important to use common sense and follow general safety guidelines. 

Terrorism 

▪ Although risk for terrorist attacks is low, it cannot be ruled out. Stay aware of your 
surroundings at all times. 

Safety 

▪ Beware of pickpocketing and bag snatching in crowded places and on public transport. 
Take care of your belongings. 

▪ Credit cards and ATM fraud occur. ATMs with fraudulent card readers are common, 
particularly in Sofia, Burgas, and Varna. Be cautious when using debit or credit cards. 

▪ Protests occur regularly. They can disrupt public transport and turn violent without 
warning.  

▪ Watch out for a spiking drink. Don't leave your food or drinks unattended. 
▪ Bombings, shootouts, and gang wars can occur. Always be aware of your surroundings. 

Monitor the media for risks. 

Health  

▪ Rabies may be present in wild animals. Get medical help straight away if you get bitten. 
▪ Avoid stray dogs. They can be vicious, and attacks are common. 
▪ Tuberculosis, typhoid, measles, and hepatitis are common. Avoid raw or undercooked 

food. 
▪ Healthcare standards are well below western standards. Medical supplies can be limited. 

Major cities (such as Sofia and Varna) have good hospitals. You may need to be 
evacuated if you're seriously ill or injured. Make sure your insurance covers this 

Visa 

mailto:service@magnusafety.co.il


 
   

3 

 

MAGNUS International Search & Rescue LTD | Carlebach 10, Tel Aviv  
Get in Touch: +972-3-800-6808 | service@magnusafety.co.il | www.magnusafety.com 

▪ When visiting Bulgaria for tourism purposes, a visa is not needed. 
▪ Bulgaria partially joined the Schengen area. Border checks have ceased for air and sea 

arrivals from other Schengen countries, but checks continue to be undertaken at land 
borders between Bulgaria and other Schengen countries. 
 

Local laws 

▪ Don't use or carry illegal drugs. Penalties include heavy fines and prison sentences. 
▪ Always carry an original form of valid photo ID. 
▪ It's illegal to cover your face in public. Don't wear a balaclava or full veil. 
▪ Same-sex relationships are legal in Bulgaria but aren't widely accepted. Avoid public 

displays of affection. 
 

Travel 

▪ Road conditions and road safety can vary greatly throughout the country. Driving 
conditions may be hazardous due to aggressive drivers, excessive speeds, poor lighting, 
lack of trafoc signs, and lane markings. Potholes and wandering animals are common on 
rural roads. 

▪ Sofia provides a convenient mix of metro, trams, and buses for public transportation. Due 
to the frequent trafoc, the extensive and reliable metro is the best option for getting 
around quickly, and it even services the airport. 

▪ Taxis: Use only licensed taxis with meters. Verify the tariffs on the taxi's window before 
entering, as taxi drivers sometimes overcharge. At Sofia Airport, visit the taxi booth in the 
arrivals terminal to obtain a fair rate. 

▪ Rail services are generally poor. It's preferable to travel via inter-city buses. 
▪ Most cities and larger towns have public transportation systems. Inter-city buses are 

frequent, comfortable, and relatively fast. 
 

Embassy information 

▪ Embassy Of Israel in Sofia  
o Address: Galaxy Trade Center, Geo Milev, Boulevard "Shipchenski Prohod" 18 

1113 Sofia, Bulgaria 

o Phone: +359 2 903 35 00 

o Email: info@sofia.mfa.gov.il 
o Website: https://new.embassies.gov.il/bulgaria/en 

▪ U.S. Embassy in Bulgaria  
o Address: 16, Kozyak Street Sofia 1408, Bulgaria  
o Phone: +359 2 937 5100 

mailto:service@magnusafety.co.il
mailto:info@sofia.mfa.gov.il
https://new.embassies.gov.il/bulgaria/en
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o Website: https://bg.usembassy.gov/  

 

 

Other info 

▪ Currency: The currency in Bulgaria is the Lev (BGN).          
Bulgaria's economy is primarily cash-based. Most businesses also accept euros and 
major credit cards. ATMs are widely available. The United Bulgarian Bank in Sofia can 
process international money transfers. 

▪ Language: The ofocial language is Bulgarian. 

 

 

 

MAGNUS' Intelligence Desk monitors recent developments around the world. 
Our operational desk is available 24/7 to assist you in case of an emergency 
at our global number +1 (646) 814-3336 or by email at SAR@magnus.co.il  

 

mailto:service@magnusafety.co.il
https://bg.usembassy.gov/
mailto:SAR@magnus.co.il
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